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Nicor and ComED Work
Nicor is scheduling to replace gas mains in portions of the Field Park
subdivision this summer. Nicor will provide flyers to affected residents
this spring with the proposed construction locations and project
contact information.
ComED is also planning to replace overhead power lines and utility
poles in portions of Old Town South and Forest Hills just west of Wolf
Road. ComED will provide notification letters to residents within the
project area this spring.
Additional information on both of these projects will be posted
under the Municipal Services Department NewsFlash section when it
becomes available.

Lead and Copper Service Line Survey

Commuter and BNSF Projects
East Train Platform: Work on the east train platform is set to resume
this spring. Some work may begin in April if weather conditions
allow, but IDOT working days begin May 1, 2018. Metra commuters
will have continued use of the East train platforms, but pedestrian
access may be limited near Wolf Road while ADA access routes are
completed.
Limited closures of the east platforms and around construction
areas may be required. For more information on this project,
including updates, parking maps, and pedestrian access please visit
www.wsprings.com/easttrainplatforms.

Hydrant Flushing
Fire hydrant flushing will occur during the month of April.
The purpose of this procedure is to ensure there is adequate
water pressure to the fire hydrants and to remove sediment
from the distribution mains. The flushing will be done
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Residents will receive a postcard
in the mail in March with
the proposed flushing
schedule.

In January 2017, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
amended the Illinois Environmental Protection Act to include a
mandate for operators of community water systems in the State
of Illinois to create a comprehensive service line inventory. This
inventory must account for the total number of service lines in
the system, the number of lead service lines in the system, and the
number of lead service lines replaced over the course of the previous
year. In an effort to expedite the inventory process, the Village of
Western Springs would like to promote the self-report of service line
information by encouraging residents to fill out a web form located at
www.wsprings.com/leadandcopper. If you are unaware of the material
composition of your service line, please visit the Water Department web
page for some helpful tips to identify the key characteristics of both
a lead and copper service line. The Water Department will be going
door-to-door in March (3/10, 3/24, and 3/31) to collect information
from residents that do not respond. If you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to contact the Water Plant Superintendent,
Erin Duffy, at eduffy@wsprings.com.

2018 Roadway Projects
The Village is currently in the engineering design phase for the 2018
Roadway Program. Projects for 2018 include the following:
• Concrete Reconstruction: Johnson Avenue (45th – 47th)
• Concrete Reconstruction/Downtown Streetscape:
Lawn Avenue (Burlington to Post Office)
• Asphalt Resurfacing: Post Office Drive
(Lawn to Wolf)
Additional information regarding the
Village roadway programs can be found
at www.wsprings.com/roads.

Western Springs Business News
Local Entrepreneurs Open Salty Fig Kitchen & Pantry
Our newest restaurant with an upscale vibe is now open, but its evolution continues for Salty Fig Kitchen &
Pantry owners Suzanne and Tony Florek. They plan to develop their chic and unique eatery in phases that
will include an outdoor stand-up bar to eat and drink, online ordering for menu items to go, and “Bring
Back Dinners” featuring take-and-go meals with ingredients to prepare a home-cooked supper. Eventually,
they will add fully prepared meals to go. The current all-day menu features a rustic New American cuisine
of lunches, after school snacks, and early suppers. The restaurant is open Monday through Friday starting
at 5:30 a.m. for breakfast and closing at 7 p.m. Commuter specials for $8 offer a variety of breakfast items
with coffee to go, including the popular egg sandwich. “I’m excited to watch the train business expand,”
Suzanne said. “The commuter business picks up every day.” Suzanne has an extensive background as
an executive chef and restaurant consultant with a degree from The Culinary Institute of America, and
describes her favorite cooking style as “soulful food—food that makes you feel good. All of my cooking has
layers of flavor, which is important to help you remember what the dishes tasted like,” she said. The Floreks,
23-year residents of Western Springs, supervised a yearlong bottom-to-top renovation of the building at
909 Burlington Avenue to include a state-of-the art kitchen, lower level prep area with bakery, and office. The bright dining space decorated in
taupe hues on the walls and floors is accented with brightly colored photos taken by Suzanne from her world travels and “posterized” for a modern
look. The restaurant name, Salty Fig, comes from a website Suzanne developed several years ago where cooks save, collect, and organize recipes
into eBooks. Salt is the primary ingredient in seasoned food, Suzanne explained, and figs are only edible when perfectly ripe—a metaphor for the
restaurant’s emphasis on quality in ingredients and preparation. The restaurant team plans to use Instagram @saltyfig to advertise after-school
specials and other daily promotions, while the website www.saltyfig.com will keep residents apprised of changing menus and other news.

New Orthodontics Practice Offers Latest Technology
A new orthodontics practice dedicated to using the latest technology while also providing the highest level of
customer service is the goal of owner Dr. Rohini Mathrani. She will be opening her orthodontics office next month
at 800 Hillgrove Avenue in a custom-built second floor space overlooking the downtown district. “Western Springs
seemed like a natural location for me to have a practice,” she explains. “I live close by and I shop here in town all
the time.” As one of few female orthodontists in the area, this Hinsdale resident and mother of two young children
says she can offer a unique perspective for parents and create a nurturing environment for patients. Starting out
as a solo practitioner, Dr. Mathrani said she will also enjoy more patient contact. Her office buildout includes a
unique “doctor’s perch” in the treatment room where she can work in an elevated open space, yet quickly attend to
patients and supervise technicians as needed. A few of the technology advances she will incorporate into her practice
is an oral scanner, which is more accurate and comfortable than impression trays of old. “We’ll also use digital
radiography, which takes the place of traditional x-rays and limits the radiation exposure,” Dr. Mathrani said. As
often as possible, patients will receive thinner wire braces because they are more comfortable. Dr. Mathrani received
her advanced degrees and training at the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Dentistry, graduating in 2010. Early in her career, she worked
in New York City where she developed expertise in Invisalign, a series of clear retainers that straighten teeth and are popular with adults and older
teens because they are less obtrusive than wire braces. For updates on the practice opening, email info@springfamilyortho.com.

On the Move
...And Moving In

Gourmet
cupcake
shop
Smallcakes Western Springs
opened this month in the
Garden Market Shopping
Mall. The franchise features
daily specials, signature
favorites, and custom creations for
special events, birthdays, and other
occasions. Owner Bill Christensen said
traditional cake flavors including red velvet, vanilla, carrot cake, and
chocolate yield some 300 different combinations when garnished with
icing, candies, decorations, etc. As one of its first community service
projects, Smallcakes will be a sponsor of Young Hearts for Life heart
screenings for high school students at Lyons Township High School in
April. To learn more, visit www.smallcakeswesternsprings.com.
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Village officials celebrated the opening of Treadfit Western Springs
with a recent ribbon cutting ceremony at the new facility located in the
Garden Market Shopping Mall. Owner Jenny Harkins is offering her
unique cardio and strength training classes at varying times throughout
the week. The 50-minute classes are limited to 15 participants so
that trainers can incorporate individual workouts for each person.
Take your first class free. To see the monthly class schedule, visit
www.treadfitwesternsprings.com.
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Senior Services
Senior Center

Located in the Grand Avenue Community Center at 4211 Grand
Avenue, the Senior Center is available Monday through Friday
9 a.m. –5 p.m. and is generally staffed for administrative purposes
in the afternoon. To ensure the Center is properly staffed for your
needs, please call ahead to make an appointment.
Check the website for senior center activities or updates at
wsprings.com/205/Senior-Services or mcagney@wsprings.com
to be added to our private mailing list. Questions regarding
the Senior Center and its programs may be directed to Mic at
708-246-3299.

Membership: Membership, which is open to the public, provides
participation in our community of activities and events geared
specifically to the interests of the older adult. Membership forms
are available at the Center and online. Completed forms should be
delivered to the Senior Center.

Special Events
Lunch and Learns: These are open to the public. These events
and activities cover a wide variety of topics and interests.

Bridge Class: Bridge lessons begin in March and are available to
beginners and advanced players. Classes are held on Wednesdays
10–11:30 a.m. The final schedule, covering varying skill levels, will
be established based on feedback from this Tower Topics. Please call
with your interest.

Mahjongg: If the clicking of

Keep Exercising...
SeniorCise: SeniorCise is an exercise class designed to meet
the needs of the actual participants. The most aerobic, as well
as challenged or handicapped participants, will benefit from this
program. (FREE with membership.) Tuesdays and Thursdays
9:45 a.m.–10:30 a.m. NOTE: these hours have changed.

Tai Chi: Tai Chi has been called walking meditation and is
excellent for both your brain and body. (FREE with membership.)
Mondays 10–11 a.m., Wednesdays and Fridays 1–2:15 p.m. in the
Dance Studio.
Line Dance: Line Dance is a great form of physical and mental
exercise and dance. (This is not a part of our membership program and
there is a charge per class.) Mondays 1–3 p.m. in the Dance Studio.
Classes: Join us for classes covering various topics; classes will be
posted on our website or add your email address to our list. Mastering
the Fundamentals of Mathematics Class will resume in March.

Senior Center Library: Borrow from our extensive library of
books and movies geared toward the older adult. (This includes
Large Print books.) (FREE with membership.)
Ongoing Activities: Bridge, Mahjongg, Canasta, Knitting,
Library. (FREE with membership.)
Movies: The Senior Center will host movie afternoons on the
last Thursday of the month: March 29, and April 26, from 1-3
p.m. Tentative upcoming schedule: Victoria & Abdul, Goodbye
Christopher Robin, Wonder. Popcorn and beverages will be provided.

Holiday Closings: The Senior Center will be closed for Good
Friday (March 30).

tiles is music to your ears,
join us for Mahjongg Fridays
10 a.m.–noon.

The Western Springs Business Asso
ciation (WSBA) is seeking a
few residents with restaurant industry
experience (e.g. Marketing,
Management, Front-of-the-House,
etc.) to assist with the planning
of a “Restaurant Week” in Western
Springs. Interested residents
should send an email to Kristen
Hettinga, WSBA executive
assistant, at whizba@westernsprin
gsbusiness.com with their
contact information.
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Park District Happenings
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Dog owners are reminded that when venturing off of their
property with their four-legged companions, consideration
must be observed for the property of their neighbors,
churches, schools, and public areas. Whenever a dog is
away from its own yard, its owner must carry a device for
removing any excrement. The device may be as simple as
a paper towel or plastic bag. Without a removal
device, owners are in violation of a Village
Ordinance and may be subject to a fine.
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GUBERNATORIAL
PRIMARY ELECTION
March 20, 2018
Elections will be held on Tuesday, March 20, 2018,
6 a.m.–7 p.m. at your local precinct. Visit
www.cookcountyclerk.com to double-check polling
locations, confirm registration, and view virtual ballots.

We Love
Our Library
What’s new?
• Tech tools you can check out with your library card, including a GoPro
camera; mini projectors and screens, and a VHS to Digital converter—
do not lose those priceless memories on tape cassettes!
• Three new work and study stations, each with two cool lime-colored chairs.
• A “Spanish Conversation Group” for students seeking more practice,
travelers brushing up on vocab, or native speakers eager to share skills.
• An Evening at the Opera at 7 p.m. on Sunday, May 6, at the acoustically
pleasing First Congregational Church.
• A cornucopia of new programs and presentations for every age and
interest, including “Shakespeare in the Wild,” “Outstanding Books
for the College Bound Book Club,” and “Gardening as We Age.” Go
to fordlibrary.org to get more details and register for these and many
other events.
• What’s new to you? A fantastic selection of gently used books, CDs,
and DVDs at the Friends of the Library Book and Bake Sale, Friday–
Sunday, April 20–22. To catch the Members-Only first night sale, join
your friends in the Friends of the Library! fordlibrary.org/about/friends

Recreation
Department
The 2018 Summer Brochure will be mailed to all homes in
Western Springs March 14–16. Look for it from your letter
carrier. There will be copies available at the Western Springs
Recreation Center, Grand Avenue Center, and Village Hall. See
the Village website under the Recreation Department webpage
at www.wsprings.com/recreation. Please feel free to call us
at 708-246-9070 with any questions on programs, policies,
procedures, fees/waivers, locations, etc. Summer random
registration forms are due Thursday, April 5, at 4:30 p.m.
to the Recreation Department at 1500 Walker Street. Online
resident registration starts at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, April 6.

Tennis: Coach Dave Evans will be at the Recreation Office on
Wednesday, March 28, and April 4, 7:15–8:30 p.m. to answer
all your tennis questions on placement, competitive
levels, and skill sets. Western Springs Tennis
is a popular and strong program designed
to build tennis players from preschool
through adults. There are
classes for all levels of
skill and ability in the
summer book.
Lacrosse: Spring Travel and House programs for boys and
girls, grades K–8 starting in April. Beginners and experienced
players are welcome. For program dates and registration
information, check our website www.wsprings.com/lacrosse.
To register online go to https://recregistration.wsprings.com.
Coming up in summer – New Boys Tournament Lacrosse
Teams – These new teams named Lyons Elite will take the
area’s best 12U and 14U players and play in local and national
tournaments. Coached by the Lyons Township High School
coaches and guest college coaches, the team’s focus will be on
preparing the players for the highly competitive level of high
school and beyond. Email mthuma@wsprings.com to be added
to email list for more information. Watch for more details to
be released soon.

Youth Classes
• Flower Me Pretty for ages 4–10 years old
Thursday, April 19, 6–7:15 p.m.
• Construction Craze for ages 5–9 years old
Mondays, April 9–30, 6–7:00 p.m.
• Manners Matter for ages 4–10 years old
Thursdays, April 4–May 5, 5:30–6:30 p.m.

Youth Basketball
Programs through Christopher Spartz Basketball
• Little Hoopers for ages 3–5 and Ballerz for ages 6–9
Saturdays beginning April 7.
• Spring Practice Team for grades 5–8
Wednesdays beginning April 4.
• Spring Skills Academy for grades 3–8 Boys & Girls
Fridays beginning April 6.
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Yard Waste Pickup
Yard waste pickup resumes on your collection day during
the first week of April. Yard waste must be placed in
a biodegradable paper bag. Branches or brush must
be securely tied and bundled. Bundles may not exceed
4 feet in length, 2 feet in diameter, or 60 pounds in weight.
Each bag and bundle must be placed at the curb with a
sticker attached for collection.

NEAT Cleanup Day 2018
The Neighborhood Environmental Appearance Team (NEAT) is an organization that was created in 1986
as a subcommittee of the Western Springs Architectural and Appearance Commission in preparation for the
Village’s Centennial celebration. NEAT organized its first workday on April 19, 1986, and continues to plan
an annual one-day event in which community groups and families join together to clean litter and debris from
public areas and parks of the Village.
NEAT Cleanup Day 2018 will be held on Saturday, April 14, with a rain date of Sunday, April 15. All residents
and youth groups are invited to help rid the Village of winter debris and litter. This is a great service project!
Groups should preregister so that appropriate work sites can be assigned. Check-in and registration will take
place on April 14 at the Recreation Center (1500 Walker) between 8 a.m. and noon. Please bring rakes,
brooms, and gloves to your group’s assigned site for the cleanup. For further information, please contact
Sue Klein at 708-246-2970 or sklein518@me.com, or call the Recreation Center at 708-246-9070.

Street Sweeping Begins April 2
Street sweeping begins on Monday, April 2, and will continue monthly on the first Monday of each month. The
Village asks that residents please refrain from parking on the street during cleaning days to allow the sweepers
full access to the roadway. If the first Monday of the month is a holiday, the sweeping will occur on that Tuesday.

VolunteerYour
Time and Talent
BEDS Plus Care is a nonprofit agency that helps homeless individuals
obtain stable and affordable housing as well as providing a continuum of
professional support services including emergency overnight shelter.
Volunteers are vital to the success of the BEDS mission. Working in
teams, site volunteers staff our shelters throughout the night and serve
meals at dinnertime and breakfast. Volunteer cook teams prepare and
deliver delicious meals together. Working from home, laundry volunteers
help by washing sheets and blankets. There are also administrative and
fundraising roles available.
All new volunteers are required to attend one volunteer orientation.
Orientations are held the second Monday of each month beginning at
7 p.m. BEDS volunteers find deep personal fulfillment through serving
the homeless. If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, contact
volunteer@beds-plus.org or call 708-354-0858.
PAGE 6
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Western Springs Tax Bill Allocation
Home with a $9,000 Tax Bill*

Western Springs (in School District #101) $1,031 or 11.46%
Western Springs (in School District #106) $979.00 or 10.88%
School District (101, 204, 502) $6,285 or 69.9%
School District (106, 204, 502) $6,513 or 72.3%
Lyons Township $239 or 2.6%
Thomas Ford Memorial Library $225 or 2.5%
Western Springs Park District $146 or 1.6%
Cook County $628 or 6.97%
MMWRD & Des Plaines Mosquito $445 or 4.9%

*2016 Tax Rates

Municipal Roundup
The President and Board of Trustees conducted the following business during the month of January:

Awarded
• A contract for an executive health program agreement with Adventist Bolingbrook Hospital for calendar year 2018.
• A renewal contract with Chicago Trenchless Rehabilitation of Niles, IL, for the 2018 sewer cleaning and televising program
in an amount not to exceed $100,000.
• A renewal contract with Safe Step LLC of Hortonville, WI, for the 2018 sidewalk saw-cutting project in an amount not to exceed $50,000.
• A renewal contract with Schroeder & Schroeder Inc. of Skokie, IL, for the 2018 sidewalk replacement project in an amount
not to exceed $50,000.
• A renewal contract with Winkler’s Tree Service of LaGrange Park, IL, for the 2018 tree-trimming project in an amount
not to exceed $100,000.
• A contract with Uni-Max Management Corporation of Chicago, IL, for the 2018 janitorial services program at a cost of $31,499.75.
• A contract to Currie Motors of Frankfort, IL, for the purchase of two (2) Ford Utility All-Wheel Drive Police
Interceptor Vehicles at a purchase price of $56,066.

Appointed
• John Mikulich as a member of the Recreation Commission for a three-year term to expire in January 2021.

The Fire Department
Can Help
Many residents may need a way to help first responders get into
their homes in an emergency. The Western Springs Fire Department
can provide a Knox KeyVault to help elderly residents living alone,
wearers of electronic calling/medical alert devices, those with
mobility issues, and those recuperating from
hospital stays. A Knox KeyVault is a small safe
mounted over the door to a business or home
that holds building keys that firefighters can use
to quickly enter a building without having to
force entry. For more information, please email
fireinfo@wsprings.com or contact Capt. Chuck
Lichtenauer at 708-246-1800 ext. 306.
V I L L A G E
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Did You Know?

The Western Springs Fire Department is a “paidon-call” Department, which means that most of its
members have full-time careers outside the fire service
and respond to calls when they are available. Our
motto is “Neighbors protecting neighbors
through the delivery of emergency
and
non-emergency
services.”
You can learn more about the
Department at wsprings.com/152/
Fire-Emergency-MedicalServices. For more information
about serving the community as
a paid-on-call firefighter, email
fireinfo@wsprings.com.
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Explore and Stay Informed www.wsprings.com

Considering a Home
Improvement Project?
The Department of Community Development will guide you through the
process of a home improvement project and offers the following tips to
ensure a speedy building permit review process:
•
		
		
		

Apply early for building permits. If there are any issues with building
plans that require a variation or changes, these can be addressed well
before the construction season—allowing your project to start
construction as soon as possible.

• .
Read, ask questions, and understand the various building permit
		 related requirements. Guides are available at www.wsprings.com.
• Submit all necessary information required on the building permit
		 application form. The permit form and a guide are available at
		www.wsprings.com.
• Verify that each contractor has a valid Village license and provide full
		 information on each contractor.
For more information, contact the Department of
Community Development at 708-246-1800, ext. 180, or
tmcgann@wsprings.com.

